Detection of alcohol consumption in suicides.
Screening instruments for detection of alcohol consumption, abuse, and dependence for use in psychological autopsy studies with case control design are not validated. Therefore, interrater and test-retest reliability of the Luebeck Alcohol Dependence and Abuse Screening Test (LAST) and the usability of this test for the psychological autopsy method were investigated. Alcohol consumption was evaluated by a semi-structured interview including the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV Axis I (SCID-I) and the LAST in 163 completed suicides (mean age 49.6 +/- 19.3 years; 64.4% men) and by personal interview in 396 population-based controls (mean age 51.6 +/- 17.0 years; 55.8% men). Of the controls, 35 were additionally assessed by interviewing informants; these results were compared with those generated by personal interview. Comparison of LAST scores by personal and informant's interview of controls generated a Spearman correlation coefficient of 0.74 (P < 0.0001). The LAST (7 item-version, cut-off of 2) revealed high sensitivity and specificity for alcohol abuse and dependence, in both controls and suicides. LAST scores were significantly associated with high, frequent, and hazardous alcohol consumption (P < 0.001) in suicides. Our findings provide support for reliability and validity of identifying individuals with alcohol dependence and abuse obtained through the best-estimate method using the LAST. This 7-item questionnaire can be recommended as a useful tool for the psychological autopsy procedure in postmortem research.